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What is the role of government in protecting animal welfare? What principles should policy makers draw on
as they try to balance animal welfare against human liberty?

Much has been written in recent years on our moral duties towards animals, but scholars and activists alike
have neglected the important question of how far the state may go to enforce those duties. Kimberly K.
Smith fills that gap by exploring how liberal political principles apply to animal welfare policy. Focusing on
animal welfare in the United States, Governing Animals begins with an account of the historical relationship
between animals and the development of the American liberal welfare state. It then turns to the central
theoretical argument: Some animals (most prominently pets and livestock) may be considered members of
the liberal social contract. That conclusion justifies limited state intervention to defend their welfare - even
when such intervention may harm human citizens. Taking the analysis further, the study examines whether
citizens may enjoy property rights in animals, what those rights entail, how animals may be represented in
our political and legal institutions, and what strategies for reform are most compatible with liberal principles.
The book takes up several policy issues along the way, from public funding of animal rescue operations to
the ethics of livestock production, animal sacrifice, and animal fighting.

Beyond even these specific policy questions, this book asks what sort of liberalism is suitable for the
challenges of the twenty-first century. Smith argues that investigating the political morality of our treatment
of animals gives us insight into how to design practices and institutions that protect the most vulnerable
members of our society, thus making of our shared world a more fitting home for both humans and the
nonhumans to which we are so deeply connected.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the
Liberal State is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Pablo Torrey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal
State why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Kenton Marshall:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

James Edgar:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Governing Animals: Animal Welfare
and the Liberal State to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the reserve Governing Animals: Animal Welfare and the Liberal State can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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