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"Vitullo adopts modern theoretical approaches and successfully synthesizes them into an innovative study of
aliterary genre that has long merited attention: the chivalric epic in medieval Italy. Her perceptive study
examines figures such as wild men and warrior women in their cultural and historical contexts through the
lens of modern gender studies, proving that this literature was anything but primitive or smplistic."-- Gloria
Allaire, Gettysburg College

The Chivalric Epic in Medieval Italy offers anew interpretation of the role of one of the most popular
literary traditions in northern Italian medieval culture. Whereas most previous studies describe these epics as
either inferior copies of their aristocratic French models or as representations of a bourgeois ethos, Juliann
Vitullo shows how the epics contributed to discourses of social power. Emphasizing issues of orality,
literacy, and identity, she challenges the notion that late medieval Italian society uniformly adopted
humanistic models of bourgeois individualism.

Vitullo explains how adaptations of Old French tales of Emperor Charlemagne, his val orous nephew
Roland, the rebellious vassal Rinaldo and the faithful vassal Ugo d'Alverniaflourished in Veneto at the end
of the Duecento and were gradually transplanted into Tuscany during the following century. While the
leaders of Italian city-states were fighting for independence from the traditional powers of kings, emperors,
and the church, epic writers began adopting and piecing together elements of the old myths, which had
supported established authorities, to create aversion of history that validated the communes newly forged
political muscle.

This remarkable marriage of medieval text and modern cultura studies theory offers fresh insightsinto a
neglected area of Italian literature. It also participates in the debate about how to use the contemporary
theory of identity formation to increase our understanding of European history.

Juliann Vitullo, associate professor of Italian at Arizona State University in Tempe, has published articles on
the chivalric epic in journals such as Olifant and Annali d’ Italianistica.
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From reader reviews:
Algandro Koenig:

The reserve untitled The Chivalric Epic in Medieval Italy is the guide that recommended to you to study.

Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot of study when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-
book of The Chivalric Epicin Medieval Italy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

L orenzo L ogan:

The book untitled The Chivalric Epic in Medieval Italy contain alot of information on the item. The writer
explains your ex ideawith easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Casey Larsen:

Isit an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Chivalric Epic in Medieval
Italy can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your
freetime by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Mary Parker:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the top record
inyour reading list is actually The Chivalric Epicin Medieva Italy. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.
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