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In the final years of his political career, President John Quincy Adams was well known for his objections to
slavery, with rival Henry Wise going so far as to label him "the acutest, the astutest, the archest enemy of
southern slavery that ever existed." As a young statesman, however, he supported slavery. How did the man
who in 1795 told a British cabinet officer not to speak to him of "the Virginians, the Southern people, the
democrats," whom he considered "in no other light than as Americans," come to foretell "a grand struggle
between slavery and freedom"? How could a committed expansionist, who would rather abandon his party
and lose his U.S. Senate seat than attack Jeffersonian slave power, later come to declare the Mexican War the
"apoplexy of the Constitution," a hijacking of the republic by slaveholders? What changed? Entries from
Adams's personal diary, more extensive than that of any American statesman, reveal a highly dynamic and
accomplished politician in engagement with one of his generation's most challenging national dilemmas.

Expertly edited by David Waldstreicher and Matthew Mason, John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery
offers an unusual perspective on the dramatic and shifting politics of slavery in the early republic, as it
moved from the margins to the center of public life and from the shadows to the substance of Adams's
politics. The editors provide a lucid introduction to the collection as a whole and frame the individual
documents with brief and engaging insights, rendering both Adams's life and the controversies over slavery
into a mutually illuminating narrative. By juxtaposing Adams's personal reflections on slavery with what he
said-and did not say-publicly on the issue, the editors offer a nuanced portrait of how he interacted with
prevailing ideologies during his consequential career and life. John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery
is an invaluable contribution to our understanding of the complicated politics of slavery that set the
groundwork for the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled John Quincy
Adams and the Politics of Slavery: Selections from the Diary? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Janet Smith:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of John Quincy Adams and the
Politics of Slavery: Selections from the Diary to read.

George Foulds:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This John Quincy Adams
and the Politics of Slavery: Selections from the Diary is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gary Lund:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these
claims John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery: Selections from the Diary.
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