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A CULTURAL GUIDE TO A REGION ON THE EDGE OF EUROPE THAT HASBEEN VISITED BY
THE ROMANS, FRANKS, VIKINGS, ANGLO-SAXONS AND GERMANS

Brittany'srichly layered landscape has contributed depth and character to the region's traditional oral culture,
from stories of the sea and shore to tales of misty moors, sacred hill-tops and secretive forests. Evangelizing
Dark Age saints from Britain laid the foundations of Breton language and society, imposing Christianity on
the landscape and in the minds of the people. Their legacy rests visually in the prolific spread of chapels,
churches and cathedrals, and the Celtic language still preserved with pride.

Right on the edge of Europe, the region has been vulnerable to assault and exploitation. Franks, Vikings,
English, Germans have al made their mark, resisted at every turn with resilience. The problematic
relationship with neighboring France before and after Union in 1532 has | eft wounds to this day. The
rapacity of the ancient régime was followed by deprivation of privileges during the Revolution, attacks on
religion and subsequent suppression of the Breton language which struck at the very heart of Brittany.

The nineteenth century combined economic stagnation with growing interest in Celtic roots, fueling the
search for that ultimate chimera: Breton identity. Historians and poets began to assert the distinct character of
the region, while foreign travelers also left accounts of a people speaking an unfathomable language and
appearing arace apart. This"primitivism" coupled with the lure of the mysterious megaliths created an
image of wild exoticism, and made Brittany a prime target for tourists and artists.

Today the past is perpetuated and the future welcomed in a packed festival calendar of Celtic music and
Breton culture. Yet for adl its modernity, Brittany remains as intensely complex and challenging to
preconceived notions as ever.

- Landscape and legends: Marches of Brittany; Druids and megaliths; St-Malo and sea adventures; mysteries
of the Monts d'Arrée; Merlin in the Forét de Brocéliande.

- Complexity and ambiguity: part of France yet a separate world; nationalism, regionalism, resistance, unity
and division of language; four departments or five?

- Writers and artists: Chaucer, Balzac, Hugo, Flaubert, Ernest Renan, Thomas Adolphus Trollope, Arthur de
la Borderie, Mathurin Méheut, Max Jacob, Y ves Tanguy.
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From reader reviews:
Audrey Thompson:

This Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book isinformation inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. This particular Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) without
we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry
Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) can bring once you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) having excellent arrangement in word and layout,
so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Gary Sandler:

The book Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) hasalot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after perusing this book.

Keith Devine:

Y ou can get this Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issueif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal waysto get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to choose proper
ways for you.

Martin Duval:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe know those guides have many
advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book Brittany:
A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at thistime book Brittany: A Cultural History
(Interlink Cultural Histories). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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