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Was the United States founded as a Christian nation or a secular democracy? Neither, argues Philip Gorski in
American Covenant. What the founders actually envisioned was a prophetic republic that would weave
together the ethical vision of the Hebrew prophets and the Western political heritage of civic republicanism.
In this ambitious book, Gorski shows why this civil religious tradition is now in peril—and with it the
American experiment.

Gorski traces the historical development of prophetic republicanism from the Puritan erato the present day.
He provides close readings of thinkers such as John Winthrop, Thomas Jefferson, Frederick Douglass,
W.E.B. Du Bois, and Hannah Arendt, along with insightful portraits of recent and contemporary religious
and political leaders such as Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, Ronald Reagan, George W. Bush, and Barack
Obama. Gorski shows how the founders' original vision for Americais threatened by an internecine struggle
between two rival traditions, religious nationalism and radical secularism. Religious nationalism isaform of
militaristic hyperpatriotism that imagines the United States as a divine instrument in the final showdown
between good and evil. Radical secularists fervently deny the positive contributions of the Judeo-Christian
tradition to the American project and seek to remove all traces of religious expression from the public
square. Gorski offers an unsparing critique of both, demonstrating how half a century of culture war has
drowned out the quieter voices of the vital center.

American Covenant makes the compelling case that if we are to rebuild that vital center, we must recover the
civil religious tradition on which the republic was founded.
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From reader reviews:
Teddy Hathorn:

Inside other case, little people like to read book American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the
Puritans to the Present. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know
about how isimportant any book American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritansto the
Present. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you
can open abook or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel fed up to
gotothelibrary. Let's examine.

Jennifer Trojanowski:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the American Covenant: A History of Civil
Religion from the Puritans to the Present is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sophia Hardee:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely
can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in areserve then become one application
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The American Covenant: A
History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Bethany Zuniga:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this American Covenant: A History of
Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism American Covenant: A History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present as good book



not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so
do you till needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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