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The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo presents the history of the nation’s forgotten Dutch slave
community and free Dutch-speaking African Americans from seventeenth-century New Amsterdam to
nineteenth-century New York and New Jersey. It also develops a provocative new interpretation of one of
America’s most intriguing black folkloric traditions, Pinkster. Jeroen Dewulf rejects the usual interpretation
of this celebration of a “slave king” as a form of carnival. Instead, he shows that it is a ritual rooted in
mutual-aid and slave brotherhood traditions. By placing these traditions in an Atlantic context, Dewulf
identifies striking parallels to royal election rituals in slave communities elsewhere in the Americas, and he
traces these rituals to the ancient Kingdom of Kongo and the impact of Portuguese culture in West-Central
Africa.

Dewulf’s focus on the social capital of slaves follows the mutual aid to seventeenth-century Manhattan. He
suggests a much stronger impact of Manhattan’s first slave community on the development of African
American identity in New York and New Jersey than hitherto assumed.

While the earliest works on slave culture in a North American context concentrated on an assumed process
of assimilation according to European standards, later studies pointed out the need to look for indigenous
African continuities. The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo suggests the necessity for an increased focus
on the substantial contact that many Africans had with European?primarily Portuguese?cultures before they
were shipped as slaves to the Americas. The book has already garnered honors as the winner of the Richard
O. Collins Award in African Studies, the New Netherland Institute Hendricks Award, and the Clague and
Carol Van Slyke Prize.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

The book The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned
Slaves can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
good thing like a book The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's
Dutch-Owned Slaves? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The
Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jeanne Gonzales:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The
Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves seemed to be making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The
Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Pinkster King
and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves. You never experience
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Adele Rowan:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your
spare time, often the book you have read is usually The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten
History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves.

Shannon Thomas:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The
Forgotten History of America's Dutch-Owned Slaves can give you a lot of close friends because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting



person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have The Pinkster King and the King of Kongo: The Forgotten History of
America's Dutch-Owned Slaves.
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