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(Novel - 132k words. Love Story, Coming-of-Age, Historical - Paperback or eBook) In 1960 when Clair
Wagner's friends are showing off their new bikinis at the local swimming hole and planning weddings, Clair
is plotting her escape from her rural farm-community life. She is headed for college on the shores of Lake
Erie with plans for the future and dreams of a "handsome sailor with the constellations of the Northern Seas
in his eyes". 
          Into her life comes Pio, a beautiful Italian fisherman, who longs for a life of adventure on the Great
Lakes under the aurora borealis. Clair soon meets Gary, the dashing son of a wealthy shipping magnate, who
introduces her to Canal Street on the waterfront where she encounters The Old Mermaid Inn, a tavern that, as
Gary tells her, "deserves its reputation".
          But The Old Mermaid Inn, with its giant painting of a seductive mermaid, is home to some fascinating
people including Tessie, the owner and original mermaid, and the intriguing Baptiste, a Breton mariner
injured in a shipwreck, who earns his living as a musician.
          With Pio, Clair discovers passion, with Gary she gains entry into the world of the commercial
waterfront, and with Baptiste she discovers all-consuming love. But as her relationship with Baptiste grows
she discovers he is far more complex and mysterious than she could imagine. He has secrets and his secrets
will alter her life forever.
           Set against the backdrop of Great Lakes shipping legends and lore, The Old Mermaid's Tale is in part
a coming-of-age story, in part a history of a transformative time in America, and throughout a love story of
grand proportions that pays homage to the importance of story-telling in our lives. (Also available in Boxed
Set with Depraved Heart and Each Angel Burns for Kindle only.)

"The soul, they say, is divine and the flesh is iniquity. But I am a musician and I ask this - without the wood
and the strings of the violin, where would the sonata find form?" - from the Prologue
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Glover:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Old Mermaid's Tale. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The Old Mermaid's
Tale. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Timothy Walker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Old Mermaid's Tale that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The Old
Mermaid's Tale become your own personal starter.

Eric Beckman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Old Mermaid's Tale reserve written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation The Old Mermaid's Tale as good book not merely by the cover but
also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Arthur Johnson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. The Old Mermaid's Tale can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.
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