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Ina"Reconstituting Authority, "aWilliam Moddelmog explores the ways in which American law and
literature converged in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Through close readings of
significant texts from the era, he reveals not only how novelists invoked specific legal principles and ideals
in their fictions but also how they sought to reconceptualize the boundaries of law and literature in ways that
transformed previous versions of both legal and literary authority.Moddelmog does not assume a sharp
distinction between literary and legal institutions and practices but shows how writers imagined the two
fields as engaged in the same cultural process. He argues that because the law was instrumental in setting the
terms by which concepts such as race, gender, nationhood, ownership, and citizenship were defined in the
nineteenth century, authors challenging those definitions had to engage the law on its own terrain: to place
their work in a dialogue with the law by telling stories that were already authorized (though perhaps
suppressed) by legal institutions.The first half of the book is devoted in separate chapters to William Dean
Howells, Helen Hunt Jackson, and Pauline Hopkins. The focus shifts from large theoretical concerns to
questions of contract and native sovereignty, to issues of African American citizenship and racial
entitlement. In each case the discussion is rooted in a larger consideration of the rule (or misrule) of law.
The second half of the book turns from the rule of law to the issue of property, specifically the Lockean
version of the self that tied identity to legal conceptions of property and economic value. In separate
discussions of Charles Chesnutt, Edith Wharton, and Theodore Dreiser, a"Reconstituting Authority"areveals
authors as closely engaged with those changing perspectives on property and identity, in ways that
challenged the racial, gendered, and economic consequences of America's possessive individualism."
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

This Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the Province of the Law, is great guide for you because
the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the Province of the Law, in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt in which?

Christine Andrews:

This Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the Province of the Law, is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the Province of the Law, can be the light food for you because
the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Mark Miller:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the Province
of the Law, can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Reconstituting
Authority: American Fiction in the Province of the Law,.

Christopher Palmer:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the
Province of the Law, to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book



and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve Reconstituting Authority: American Fiction in the Province of the Law, can to be your friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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