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Many policymakers argue that the best poverty policy not only provides cash to the poor for subsistence but
also incentives and structures that encourage long-term social and economic improvement. As part of this,
they make the case for Individual Development Accounts (IDAs), a new policy proposal designed to help the
poor save and to build assets. This book explores IDAs to determine their effectiveness.

IDAs are matched savings accounts targeted on low-income, low-wealth individuals. Savings in IDAs are
used for home ownership, post-secondary education, small business development, and other purposes. Do
IDAs work? If they do, for whom? And does how an IDA is designed determine savings outcomes? This
volume is the first analysis of matched savings by the poor to use data from monthly bank statements. It
comes at a critical time, as debate rages over the merits of individual social security accounts. IDAs also
respond to policy that is becoming more asset based and less inclusive of the poor. The authors argue for the
efficacy of IDAs to counter this tendency. They find that while savings outcomes vary among participants,
no characteristics (such as low income or public assistance) preclude saving. They examine effects of IDA
design (the match rate, savings targets, and the use of automatic transfer) on savings results and analyze
factors that influence varying rates of saving and spending over time. They conclude that financial education
and other support services, though costly, improve savings performance. To address the issue of cost they
suggest a two-tier system of IDA design, one with broad access and simple services and the other with
targeted access and intensive services.

Can the Poor Save? offers a wealth of lessons to those interested in saving and asset accumulation among
the poor. It not only breaks new ground in the scientific study of savings behavior, but also offers concrete,
evidence-based recommendations to improve policies designed to encourage the poor to save and how to
make such policies more inclusive.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Wilson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual
Development Accounts. Try to the actual book Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual
Development Accounts as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Melanie Roberts:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Can the
Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Arthur Seaton:

This Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts is brand new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual Development Accounts can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So
, don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Virginia Benoit:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can



you take to be your object. One of them is this Can the Poor Save?: Saving and Asset Building in Individual
Development Accounts.
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