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Painting in eighteenth-century Yangchow, a city that dominated the political and economic scene of mid-
Qing China, has traditionally been viewed as the product of a group of nonconformist, “eccentric” artists
who were supported by wealthy merchants.

This book, however, does not focus on the creative energy of the individual artist, the rise of the Yangchow
school of painting, or patronage narrowly defined. Rather, it studies eighteenth-century Yangchow paintings
as artistic products shaped by collective social and cultural experiences, and by constant exchanges between
the artists and their audience. The author examines the paintings as commodities, revealing the mechanism of
their exchange and the values negotiated, and she interprets the paintings in a framework that moves beyond
economics into the social, political, historical, and literary contexts of their creation and appreciation.

The book begins by considering merchant patrons long associated with the Yangchow school of painting,
and goes on to reveal that there were patrons from lower socioeconomic levels who were, in fact, perhaps the
major consumers of Yangchow painting. The author then discusses four artists who exemplify the diversity
of backgrounds and artistic traditions of Yangchow painters and patrons.

Fang Shih-shu represents the traditional scholar painter of conservative orthodox landscapes. Huang Shen,
by contrast, represents painters with craftsman backgrounds who mingle the values of the literati with the
technical skill of artisans. The last two painters, Cheng Hsieh and Chin Nung, represent the emergence of
new types of artists who adopted painting as an occupation and commercialized both their artistic products
and their personal cultural refinement and literati status.

By reconstructing the economic lives of these artists, examining their social roles, identifying their networks
of patronage, and investigating their aesthetic choices, this book illuminates the process of
professionalization of the scholar-artist and the commodification of literati culture in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

The book A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for Sale in Eighteenth-Century Yangchow can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for Sale in Eighteenth-Century Yangchow? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for Sale in
Eighteenth-Century Yangchow has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Agatha Draper:

Often the book A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for Sale in Eighteenth-Century Yangchow will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for Sale in
Eighteenth-Century Yangchow is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joy Rodriguez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Bushel of Pearls: Painting
for Sale in Eighteenth-Century Yangchow, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Wm Mills:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for Sale in
Eighteenth-Century Yangchow book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question A Bushel of Pearls: Painting for
Sale in Eighteenth-Century Yangchow as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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