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When an IMF-backed program of liberalization opened Trinidad’s borders to foreign ready-made apparel,
global competition damaged the local industry and unraveled worker entitlements and expectations but also
presented new economic opportunities for engaging the “global” market. This fascinating ethnography
explores contemporary life in the Signature Fashions garment factory, where the workers attempt to exploit
gaps in these new labor configurations through illicit and informal uses of the factory, a practice they
colloquially refer to as “thiefing a chance.”

Drawing on fifteen months of fieldwork, author Rebecca Prentice combines a vivid picture of factory life,
first-person accounts, and anthropological analysis to explore how economic restructuring has been
negotiated, lived, and recounted by women working in the garment industry during Trinidad’s transition to a
neoliberal economy. Through careful social coordination, the workers “thief” by copying patterns, taking
portions of fabric, teaching themselves how to operate machines, and wearing their work outside the factory.
Even so, the workers describe their “thiefing” as a personal, individualistic enterprise rather than a form of
collective resistance to workplace authority. By making and taking furtive opportunities, they embrace a
vision of themselves as enterprising subjects while actively complying with the competitive demands of a
neoliberal economic order.

Prentice presents the factory not as a stable institution but instead as a material and social space in which the
projects, plans, and desires of workers and their employers become aligned and misaligned, at some
moments in deep harmony and at others in rancorous conflict. Arguing for the productive power of the
informal and illicit, Thiefing a Chance contributes to anthropological debates about the very nature of
neoliberal capitalism and will be of great interest to undergraduate students, graduate students, and faculty in
anthropology, labor studies, Caribbean studies, and development studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Maestas:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in Trinidad.

Leonard Santiago:

The book Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in Trinidad give you
a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make looking at a book Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in
Trinidad to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in
Trinidad. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Betty Blake:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal
Subjectivities in Trinidad can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

Manuel Arndt:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Thiefing a Chance: Factory Work, Illicit Labor, and Neoliberal Subjectivities in
Trinidad offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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