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Helen DeWitt's extraordinary debut, The Last Samurai, centers on the relationship between Sibylla, a single
mother of precocious and rigorous intelligence, and her son, who, owing to his mother's singular attitude to
education, develops into a prodigy of learning. Ludo reads Homer in the original Greek at 4 before moving
on to Hebrew, Japanese, Old Norse, and Inuit; studying advanced mathematical techniques (Fourier analysis
and Laplace transformations); and, as the title hints, endlessly watching and analyzing Akira Kurosawa's
masterpiece, The Seven Samurai. But the one question that eludes an answer is that of the name of his father:
Sibylla believes the film obliquely provides the male role models that Ludo's genetic father cannot, and
refuses to be drawn on the question of paternal identity. The child thinks differently, however, and eventually
sets out on a search, one that leads him beyond the certainties of acquired knowledge into the complex and
messy world of adults.

The novel draws on themes topical and perennial--the hothousing of children, the familiar literary trope of
the quest for the (absent) father--and as such, divides itself into two halves: the first describes Ludo's
education, the second follows him in his search for his father and father figures. The first stresses a sacred,
Apollonian pursuit of logic, precise (if wayward) erudition, and the erratic and endlessly fascinating
architecture of languages, while the second moves this knowledge into the world of emotion, human
ambitions, and their attendant frustrations and failures.

The Last Samurai is about the pleasure of ideas, the rich varieties of human thought, the possibilities that life
offers us, and, ultimately, the balance between the structures we make of the world and the chaos that it
proffers in return. Stylistically, the novel mirrors this ambivalence: DeWitt's remarkable prose follows the
shifts and breaks of human consciousness and memory, capturing the intrusions of unspoken thought that
punctuate conversation while providing tantalizing disquisitions on, for example, Japanese grammar or the
physics of aerodynamics. It is remarkable, profound, and often very funny. Arigato DeWitt-sensei. --Burhan
Tufail
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From reader reviews:

Louie Thompson:

Why? Because this The Last Samurai is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Nicolas Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Last Samurai that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick The Last Samurai become your starter.

Dorothy Penland:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Last Samurai will give you new experience in examining a book.

Manuel Pina:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Last Samurai can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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