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The almost three hundred portraits that once composed the New York Chamber of Commerce's renowned
collection capture the giants of American business with aesthetic and symbolic power. The images of civic
leaders and entrepreneurs, carefully assembled over two hundred years, tell the story of American industry as
shaped and reflected in the life of a major institution. Interpreting these images as historical documents,
Picturing Power traces the establishment, growth, and eventual decline of the nation's most powerful
business organization. Lavishly illustrated, this book also charts the social and aesthetic course of
institutional portraiture in the United States.

From its inception in 1768, the Chamber regulated and codified commercial practice, provided business
interests with a unified means of forming and advancing their agendas, and consolidated and elevated the
status of its members and their professions. By linking commercial development to social and cultural
progress, portraiture did much to support these ends. Whether enhancing, sanitizing, or stabilizing the
reputations of business leaders; downplaying their wealth; or whitewashing their questionable practices,
portraiture fashioned a public identity that matched corporate and civic needs as they evolved over time.

By following changes in the use of these images, Picturing Power reveals the strategies and preoccupations
of an American business culture that strove for egalitarian virtue while remaining firmly committed to the
principles of competitive capitalism. Americans' shifting and ambivalent relationship to commerce situates
these portraits?representations of the human face of business?at the critical intersection of enduring contests
in American life, between self-interest and the greater good, between equality and the social hierarchy that
wealth engenders.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Woods:

The book Picturing Power: Portraiture and Its Uses in the New York Chamber of Commerce can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Picturing Power: Portraiture and Its Uses in the New York Chamber of Commerce? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Picturing Power: Portraiture and Its Uses in the New York
Chamber of Commerce has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Sam Richey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Picturing Power: Portraiture and Its Uses in the New York
Chamber of Commerce is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Andrew Blanton:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Picturing Power: Portraiture
and Its Uses in the New York Chamber of Commerce can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Deanne Mohammed:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Picturing Power: Portraiture and Its Uses in the New York Chamber of Commerce
when you essential it?
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