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A serious artist and a literary clown nonpareil, Max Jacob was born in Brittany in 1876 and died in a Nazi
prison camp in 1944. His influence on modern French poetry was profound, and his modernist lyrical verse
is still widely read. Much of his other work is equally exciting and original, but has waited decades for
capable translators. Hesitant Fire makes available for the first time in English some of his best prose. The
translators, Moishe Black and Maria Green, have succeeded in catching his gift for linguistic innovation, for
mimicry and buffoonery often a millimeter away from melancholy.

This anthology displays Jacob’s versatility, for he wrote in a dozen styles. The Story of King Kabul the First
and Gawain the Kitchen-Boy is a fable populated by Balibridgians and Bouloulabassians. Excerpts from In
Defense of Tartufe reveal the poet’s mysticism and aestheticism. Those from The Flowering Plant offer
brilliant social analysis behind a mask of the Absurd. Flim-Flam studies such characters as “The Lawyer
Who Meant to Have Two Wives Instead of One” and “The Unmarried Teacher at the High School in
Cherbourg.” The Dullard Prince blends autobiography and fiction. Letters to Mrs. Goldencalf and other
imaginary members of the bourgeoisie are taken from The Dark Room. Never before published, “The Maid”
was inspired by a contemporary murder case. Also included here are portions of The Bouchaballe Property,
Jacob’s favorite of his own novels; entries from A Traveler’s Notebook; personal letters; and four religious
meditations. For many English-language readers, Hesitant Fire will be in introduction to a writer who was an
immediate precursor of Surrealism, who was a close friend of Picasso and Apollinaire, who converted to
Catholicism but retained an intensely Jewish outlook, and who produced work that is still vivid nearly a half-
century after his death.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Hesitant Fire: Selected Prose of Max Jacob (French Modernist Library) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Jack Nguyen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Hesitant Fire: Selected Prose
of Max Jacob (French Modernist Library) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Hesitant Fire: Selected Prose of Max Jacob (French
Modernist Library) become your own starter.

Travis Mahon:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to your account is Hesitant Fire: Selected Prose of Max Jacob (French Modernist
Library) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this
book suitable all of you.

Rosa Milliken:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Hesitant Fire: Selected Prose of Max Jacob (French Modernist Library) was



filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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