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This book, originally published as The Old East Side, is a collection of literature and documents ranging
from the autobiography of the sculptor Jacob Epstein and the novels of Abraham Cahan to the reporting of
William Dean Howells and the fictional reconstruction of a vanished world by Henry Roth. The world is that
of the old shtetl transplanted to a new, growing country, where “the ghetto” (in the years 1881-1924) was an
unstable mixture of nostalgic elements and the pressures of American economic and social reality.

The productivity, both intellectual and material, of the section of New York known as the East Side during
those forty years around the turn of the twentieth century has become a legend among many Jews in this
country and deserves to become better known to many more of other ethnic origins. The lower East Side was
paradoxically a wilderness to be traversed and a portion of that “promised land” which had been glimpsed
with so much hope from afar. To wonderfully talented and observant children, like Jacob Epstein, the streets
there in the 1880s were as filled with excitement as those of the Arabian Nights. To serious philosophic
young men like Morris Raphael Cohen, they were as challenging as the marketplace of Athens had once
been to Socrates to achieve intellectual enlightenment and the improvement of the social order.

The conditions of abominable crowding and poverty described in the sociological tracts of Jacob Riis, Lillian
Wald, and others are better known perhaps to the average reader than the accounts of such pleasures as the
dancing schools, the Yiddish theaters, the cafes, the lectures, the literary ferment and activities, described in
the pages of Abraham Cahan and Hutchins Hapgood. But all the views presented in The Jewish East Side,
both dark and bright, are recognizably parts of the same picture. This book will be of value to sociologists,
historians, researchers specializing in Judaic studies, and students of literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohe:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Jewish East Side: 1881-
1924 (Comparative Urban and Community Research) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Tanya Caggiano:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Jewish East
Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and Community Research) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924
(Comparative Urban and Community Research)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Betsy Haley:

The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and Community Research) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and Community Research) yet doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Jonathan Baker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative
Urban and Community Research) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The
Jewish East Side: 1881-1924 (Comparative Urban and Community Research) as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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