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On September 26, 1924, the ground collapsed beneath a truck in a back alley in Washington, D.C., revealing
a mysterious underground labyrinth. In spite of wild speculations, the tunnel was not the work of German
spies, but rather an aging, eccentric Smithsonian scientist named Harrison Gray Dyar, Jr. While Dyar's
covert tunneling habits may seem far-fetched, they were merely one of many oddities in Dyar's unbelievable
life.

For the first time, insect biosystematist Marc E. Epstein presents a complete account of Dyar's life story.
Dyar, one of the most influential biologists of the twentieth century, focused his entomological career on
building natural classifications of various groups of insects. His revolutionary approach to taxonomy, which
examined both larval and adult stages of insects, brought about major changes in the scientific community's
understanding of natural relationships and insect systematics. He was also the father of what came to be
known as Dyar's Law, a pragmatic method to standardize information on insect larval stages as they grow.
Over the course of his illustrious career at the U.S. National Museum, Smithsonian Institution from 1897-
1929, Dyar named over 3,000 species, established the "List of North American Lepidoptera," an unrivaled
catalog of moths and butterflies, and built one of the nation's premier lepidoptera and mosquito collections.

However, Dyar's scientific accomplishments are a mere component of this remarkable biography. Epstein
offers an account of Dyar's complicated personal life, from his feuds with fellow entomologists to the
scandalous revelation that he was married to two wives at the same time. Epstein also chronicles Dyar's
exploration of the Baha'i faith, his extensive travels, his innumerable works of unpublished fiction, and the
loss of his wealth from bad investments. Comprehensive and engaging, Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes will
delight entomologists and historians alike, as well as anyone interested in exploring the zany life of one of
America's virtually unknown scientific geniuses.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The
Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr.. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a new book Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison
G. Dyar, Jr.. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Chris Robins:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life
of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr.. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Charlie Seymour:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their can do
which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
pre-school until university need this specific Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison
G. Dyar, Jr. to read.

William Reyes:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G.
Dyar, Jr. book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of Moths, Myths, and Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Moths, Myths, and
Mosquitoes: The Eccentric Life of Harrison G. Dyar, Jr. is not loveable to be your top record reading book?
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