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Complaints about the decline of critical standards in literature and culture in general have been voiced for
much of the twentieth century. These have extended from F.R. Leavis's laments for a "lost center of
intelligence and urbane spirit," to current opposition to the predominance of radical critical theory in
contemporary literature departments. Humanist criticism, which has as its object the quality of life as well as
works of art, may well lack authority in the contemporary world. Even amid the disruptions of the industrial
revolution, nineteenth-century humanists such as Matthew Arnold, John Ruskin, and Thomas Carlyle could
assume a positive order of value and shared habits of imaginative perception and understanding between
writers and readers. Eugene Goodheart argues that, by contrast, contemporary criticism is infused with the
skepticism of modernist aesthetics. It has willfully rejected the very idea of moral authority.

Goodheart starts from the premise that questions about the moral authority of literature and criticism often
turn upon a prior question of what happens when the sacred disappears or is subjected to the profane. He
focuses on contending spiritual views, in particular the dialectic between the Protestant-inspired, largely
English humanist tradition of Carlyle, Ruskin, Arnold, and D.H. Lawrence and the decay of Catholicism
represented by James Joyce and T.S. Eliot. Goodheart argues that literary modernism, in distancing itself
from natural and social vitality, tends to render suspect all privileged positions. It thereby undermines the
critical act, which assumes the priority of a particular set of values. Goodheart makes his case by analyzing
the work of a variety of novelists, poets, and critics, nineteenth century and contemporary. He blends literary
theory and practical criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Modernism and the Critical Spirit. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Modernism and
the Critical Spirit. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Jonathan McLean:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is definitely Modernism and the Critical Spirit.

Jeffrey Barclay:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Modernism and the Critical Spirit your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
previous to. The Modernism and the Critical Spirit giving you another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Teresa Dillard:

This Modernism and the Critical Spirit is great book for you because the content that is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal
it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Modernism and the Critical Spirit in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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