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Toward the end of the sixteenth century, and throughout the seventeenth, thinking in spatial terms assumed
extraordinary urgency among Russia's ruling elites. The two great developments of this era in Russian
history-the enserfment of the peasantry and the conquest of a vast Eastern empire-fundamentally concerned
spatial control and concepts of movements across the land. In Cartographies of Tsardom, Valerie Kivelson
explores how these twin themes of fixity and mobility obliged Russians, from tsar to peasant, to think in
spatial terms. She builds her case through close study of two very different kinds of maps: the hundreds of
local maps hand-drawn by amateurs as evidence in property litigations, and the maps of the new territories
that stretched from the Urals to the Pacific. In both the simple (but strikingly beautiful and even moving)
maps that local residents drafted and in the more formal maps of the newly conquered Siberian spaces,
Kivelson shows that the Russians saw the land (be it a peasant's plot or the Siberian taiga) as marked by the
grace of divine providence. She argues that the unceasing tension between fixity and mobility led to the
emergence in Eurasia of an empire quite different from that in North America. In her words, the Russian
empire that took shape in the decades before Peter the Great proclaimed its existence was a "spacious
mantle," a "patchwork quilt of difference under a single tsar" that granted religious and cultural space to non-
Russian, non-Orthodox populations even as it strove to tie them down to serve its own growing fiscal needs.
The unresolved, perhaps unresolvable, tension between these contrary impulses was both the strength and the
weakness of empire in Russia. This handsomely illustrated and beautifully written book, which features
twenty-four pages of color plates, will appeal to everyone fascinated by the history of Russia and all who are
intrigued by the art of mapmaking.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Farrow:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century
Russia book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer associated with Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in
Seventeenth-Century Russia content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Dominique Rigney:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in
Seventeenth-Century Russia as the daily resource information.

Shane Hamilton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its
Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Richard King:

Beside this kind of Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Cartographies of Tsardom: The Land and Its
Meanings in Seventeenth-Century Russia because this book offers to you personally readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen



if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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