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The book provides a theoretical explanation of the major outcomes of Ethiopia's social revolution, namely,
the overthrow of Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974 and the implementation of a far-reaching Marxist-Leninist
revolution by a military committee (the Derg) and its collapse in 1991. The book extensively discusses the
question of knowing whether existing theories of revolution throw light on the eruption of a radical
revolution in Ethiopia and, most of all, whether they can accommodate the major anomaly of a socialist
revolution being executed by a military committee that radicalized after the removal of the imperial regime.
Hence the central thesis of the book: both the overthrow of the monarchical order and the radicalization of
the Derg must be tied to social conditions that exasperated elite conflicts for scarce resources, with the
consequence that the espousal of radical ideologies (socialism and ethnonationalism) became the sole avenue
for the exclusive control of state power.

Moreover, the book shows how the struggle of exclusive elites for the control of the state explains the Derg's
need to put its fate in the hands of a providential leader, to wit, Mengistu Haile Mariam. In light of the
theoretical debate over the role of charismatic leaders in history, the book establishes how Mengistu's
narcissism led him to become the sole owner of the revolution and how his dictatorial rule brought about his
own demise and that of the Derg, following the military defeat of the Ethiopian army in the hands of
ethnonationalist insurgents. Another fundamental contribution of the book is a theoretical articulation of
political conflicts and ideology that critically intervenes in the divisive issue of the primary cause of
revolutions. Granted that ideology is more of a justification than a drive, the Ethiopian case illustrates how
conflicts between mutually exclusive elites favor the path of political outbidding mobilizing utopian projects
so as to galvanize the support of the masses. The perceived transcendence
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From reader reviews:

Eric McDonald:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Ideology and Elite Conflicts: Autopsy of the Ethiopian Revolution, you could tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Tammy Mangold:

The reason? Because this Ideology and Elite Conflicts: Autopsy of the Ethiopian Revolution is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the guide store hurriedly.

Patrick Austin:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ideology and Elite Conflicts:
Autopsy of the Ethiopian Revolution can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

William Evans:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Ideology and Elite Conflicts: Autopsy of the
Ethiopian Revolution or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Ideology and Elite Conflicts: Autopsy of the Ethiopian Revolution to make your



spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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