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Born in Australia, Shirley Hazzard first moved to Naples as a young woman in the 1950s to take up a job
with the United Nations. It was the beginning of a long love affair with the city. The Ancient Shore collects
the best of Hazzard’s writings on Naples, along with a classic New Yorker essay by her late husband, Francis
Steegmuller. For the pair, both insatiable readers, the Naples of Pliny, Gibbon, and Auden is constantly alive
to them in the present.

With Hazzard as our guide, we encounter Henry James, Oscar Wilde, and of course Goethe, but Hazzard’s
concern is primarily with the Naples of our own time—often violently unforgiving to innocent tourists, but
able to transport the visitor who attends patiently to its rhythms and history. A town shadowed by both the
symbol and the reality of Vesuvius can never fail to acknowledge the essential precariousness of life—nor,
as the lover of Naples discovers, the human compassion, generosity, and friendship that are necessary to
sustain it.

Beautifully illustrated by photographs from such masters as Henri Cartier-Bresson and Herbert List, The
Ancient Shore is a lyrical letter to a lifelong love: honest and clear-eyed, yet still fervently, endlessly
enchanted.

“Much larger than all its parts, this book does full justice to a place, and a time, where ‘nothing was pristine,
except the light.’”—Bookforum

“Deep in the spell of Italy, Hazzard parses the difference between visiting and living and working in a
foreign country. She writes with enormous eloquence and passion of the beauty of getting lost in a
place.”—Susan Slater Reynolds, Los Angeles Times

 

“The two voices join in exquisite harmony. . . . A lovely book.”—Booklist, starred review
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Ancient Shore: Dispatches
from Naples that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples become your own personal starter.

Joel Faulkner:

Beside this specific The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Ellis Arnold:

This The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Ancient
Shore: Dispatches from Naples can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.

June Ortiz:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Ancient Shore: Dispatches from Naples was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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