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Every island thrives on its clichés. The name Madeira stands for a heavy drop of wine which might have had
its time a long time ago, yet is still praised by many a connoisseur. The island's all-year-round mild climate
helped Madeira be awarded the decorative suffix »floating floral island in the Atlantic«. Bird of paradise and
torch lilies, daisies and hydrangea leave no doubt: Madeira is rich in flowers like no other island. And
secretly the Atlantic beauty has developed into a hiking paradise of the special kind. The first Portuguese
word which hikers learn on Madeira is bound to be »levada«. Levada hiking is surely unique on the whole
world. A sophisticated network of narrow irrigation canals runs across the entire island. The maintenance
paths installed next to canal trenches allow the convenient discovery of Madeira without great altitude all the
way to the most remote corners. Around half of the tours introduced in this guide are Levada excursions.
They lead through fertile land cultivating sugar cane, bananas, vine and exotic fruit, past artistic terraces
modelled into the island's rugged topography, which awaken associations of Bali or the Philippines. Rushing
cascades and impressive ravines are found equally by the wayside as are rough, declining cliffs and marshy
high-moor bogs. The still natural valley to the north of the island offers a sumptuous evergreen subtropical
vegetation comprising fern meadows, lauraceae forests and heather shrubs that convey the feeling of walking
through an emerald green tunnel. With all the fascination for the Levada paths it should not be forgotten that
the volcano island also is a fabulous territory for mountaineers. The nearly 1900m high central massive holds
routes for all demands. Very alpine is the triple summit tour from the Arieiro over the Torres to the Pico
Ruivo. The stretch, which has been spectacularly chiselled into the rock, can justifiably be considered the
tour of kings. Next to various shepherd paths and adventurous coastal ascents there are so-called »veredas«,
i.e. old paths linking villages, which used to be the sole access to remote locations until a few decades ago
only, crossing valleys deep and mountains high. A typical feature are the rounded steps of the paved paths -
lovingly called »ox hoof plaster« by local Madeirans.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Holt:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Madeira: The Finest Valley and
Mountain Walks - ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking Guides - Europe) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Albert Guerra:

Often the book Madeira: The Finest Valley and Mountain Walks - ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking Guides -
Europe) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Madeira: The
Finest Valley and Mountain Walks - ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking Guides - Europe) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Cheri Adamo:

The e-book untitled Madeira: The Finest Valley and Mountain Walks - ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking
Guides - Europe) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Madeira: The Finest
Valley and Mountain Walks - ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking Guides - Europe) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Roberta Lawrence:

This Madeira: The Finest Valley and Mountain Walks - ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking Guides - Europe) is
great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great
organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Madeira: The Finest Valley and Mountain Walks -
ROTH.E4811 (Rother Walking Guides - Europe) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment
right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt this?
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