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What is mathematics about? Does the subject-matter of mathematics exist independently of the mind or are
they mental constructions? How do we know mathematics? Is mathematical knowledge logical knowledge?
And how is mathematics applied to the material world? In this introduction to the philosophy of
mathematics, Michele Friend examines these and other ontological and epistemological problems raised by
the content and practice of mathematics. Aimed at a readership with limited proficiency in mathematics but
with some experience of formal logic it seeks to strike a balance between conceptual accessibility and correct
representation of the issues. Friend examines the standard theories of mathematics - Platonism, realism,
logicism, formalism, constructivism and structuralism - as well as some less standard theories such as
psychologism, fictionalism and Meinongian philosophy of mathematics. In each case Friend explains what
characterises the position and where the divisions between them lie, including some of the arguments in
favour and against each. This book also explores particular questions that occupy present-day philosophers
and mathematicians such as the problem of infinity, mathematical intuition and the relationship, if any,
between the philosophy of mathematics and the practice of mathematics. Taking in the canonical ideas of
Aristotle, Kant, Frege and Whitehead and Russell as well as the challenging and innovative work of recent
philosophers like Benacerraf, Hellman, Maddy and Shapiro, Friend provides a balanced and accessible
introduction suitable for upper-level undergraduate courses and the non-specialist.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Nelson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Introducing Philosophy of
Mathematics will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Kelly Brooks:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Introducing Philosophy of
Mathematics. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Brian Crowe:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Introducing
Philosophy of Mathematics suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Introducing Philosophy of Mathematicsis a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jeff Keenan:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Introducing Philosophy of Mathematics will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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