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In 1883, Francis Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin, coined the word "eugenics" to express his dream of
perfecting the human race by applying the laws of genetic heredity. Adapting Darwin's theory of evolution to
human society, eugenics soon became a powerful, international movement, committed to using the principles
of heredity and statistics to encourage healthy and discourage unhealthy reproduction. Early in the twentieth
century and across the world, doctors, social reformers, and politicians turned to the new science of eugenics
as a means to improve and strengthen their populations. Eugenics advocates claimed their methods would
result in healthier, fitter babies and would dramatically limit human suffering.

The reality was a different story. In the name of scientific progress and of human improvement, eugenicists
targeted the weak and the sick, triggering coercive legislation on issues as disparate as race, gender,
immigration, euthanasia, abortion, sterilization, intelligence, mental illness, and disease control. Nationalists
eagerly embraced eugenics as a means to legitimize their countries' superiority and racialized assumptions,
and the Nazis notoriously used eugenics to shape their "final solution."

In this lucid volume, Philippa Levine tackles the intricate and controversial history of eugenics, masterfully
synthesizing the enormous range of policies and experiments carried out in the name of eugenics around the
world throughout the twentieth century. She questions the widespread belief that eugenics disappeared after
World War II and evaluates the impact of eugenics on current reproductive and genetic sciences. Charting
the development of such controversial practices as artificial insemination, sperm donation, and population
control, this book offers a powerful, extraordinarily timely reflection on the frequent interplay between
genetics and ethics. Eugenics may no longer be a household word, but we feel its effects even today.
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

The actual book Eugenics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

William Manwaring:

Precisely why? Because this Eugenics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Ricardo Hamilton:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Eugenics: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Henry Taylor:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Eugenics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Eugenics:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that.
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