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This innovative ethnography takes a new approach to the study of Philippine sugar. For much of the late
colonial history of the Philippines, sugar was its most lucrative export, the biggest employer, and the greatest
source of political influence. The so-called "Sugar Barons"--wealthy hacendero planters located mainly in
Central Luzon and on the Visayan island of Negros--gained the reputation as kingmakers and became noted
for their lavish lifestyles and the quasi-feudal nature of their estates. But Philippine sugar gradually declined
into obsolescence; today it is regarded as a "sunset industry" that can barely satisfy domestic demand. While
planters continue to think of themselves as wielding considerable power and influence, they are more often
seen as vestiges of a bygone era.

Michael Billig examines sugar's decline within both the dynamic context of contemporary Philippine society
and the global context of the international sugar market. His multi-sited ethnographic analysis focuses
mainly on conflicts among the various elite sectors (planters, millers, traders, commercial buyers, politicians)
and concludes that the most salient political, economic, and cultural trend in the Philippines today is the
decline of rural, agrarian elite power and the rise of urban industrial, commercial, and financial power. His
reflections on his relationships with informants in the midst of the politically charged atmosphere that
surrounds the sugar industry provide a candid look at the role of the observer who, try as he might to remain
impartial, finds himself swept into the vortex of policy debates and power plays.
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From reader reviews:

Julio Yates:

This Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. That Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine
Sugar without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar can bring
if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine
Sugar having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

David Manning:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Barons, Brokers,
and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of
Philippine Sugaris a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Judith Bradshaw:

The actual book Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Paul England:

You can get this Barons, Brokers, and Buyers: The Institutions and Cultures of Philippine Sugar by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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